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tional, artistic aspects, — and these may involve consequences so 
weighty as to turn the scale against purely economic solutions." His 
conception of an economic law we have already referred to. It is the 
only conception of such a law which is consistent with the definition 
given to the science by Mr. Mill himself. Indeed, Professor Cairnes 
declares that " if economic doctrines in general are to be understood 
.... as expressing principles which compel human beings to the 
adoption of certain courses of conduct in despite of their own inclina- 
tion and will, there is not a single one in the whole range of economic 
science that could endure ten minutes' criticism." Such a law does 
not say that under the given conditions A B must or will do so and 
so, but simply that under these conditions " the average man " will 
be induced to do so ; and in this sense are such laws laid down and 
expounded by Eicardo and Mill. 

We have so far protracted our inquiry into the continuity which is 
to be found in Professor Cairnes's recasting of political economy, that 
we have not left ourselves room to express adequately our sense of the 
service performed by him. The work which he has accomplished was 
necessary, and no other hand could have done it. To remove faulty 
material from the very foundations of the science, to build where the 
structure was incomplete, and to harmonize and strengthen those 
parts which were discordant or weak, is a task for a master workman. 
We have examined a few leading instances which show the general 
direction of his labors ; and must now refer our readers to the book 
itself for evidence of what has been done for many special questions 
of great interest, by a discussion conducted upon the well-established 
lines. 

11. — The Communistic Societies of the United States; from Personal 
Visit and Observation ; including detailed Accounts of the Economists, 
Zoarites, Shakers, the Amana, Oneida, etc. By Charles Nord- 
hoff. With Illustrations. New York : Harper and Brothers, pp. 
439. 

We suppose it is useless to expect or express the wish that Mr. 
Nordhoff should be more methodical in his books. He follows the 
school-boy's maxim of beginning in the middle and leaving off at both 
ends ; and thus he produces a book which is full of interest, but more 
or less confusing to the reader. Mr. Noyes, in his " History of Amer- 
ican Socialisms," published four or five years ago, displays a similar 
lack of. external method ; but he seems to have understood better 
than Mr. Nordhoff the internal or ideal connection and sequence of 
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communistic experiments in the United States. Thus he assigns to 
the Shakers their true position among successful communists, by 
virtue of their religious earnestness and sincerity ; and he calls atten- 
tion to the singular result of the Brook Farm movement thirty years 
ago, when, as Mr. Noyes says, "Brook Farm and the Harbinger 
meant to propagate Fourierism, but succeeded only in propagating 
Swedenborgianism." Mr. NordhofF does not speculate on matters of 
this sort, and thus cuts himself off from many topics that, in Mr. 
Noyes's book, are very entertaining. Nor does Mr. NordhofF appear 
to be so familiar with the literature of mystics and religionists as Is 
needful for a work on communism, which has generally been taught 
and practised in America by mystical believers. His volume has a 
purpose quite distinct from that of Mr. Noyes. It is not historical 
except incidentally, but aims to show what is the present condition, 
material and moral, of the communistic societies now existing in the 
United States, most of which the author has visited. In setting 
forth this condition, Mr. Nordhoff goes on to argue, and with some 
success, that a wholesome communism is possible; that it is not 
necessarily connected with religious fanaticism or social disorder ; and 
that America is good soil for it to flourish in. But argument makes 
only a small part of his book, which is chiefly a detailed account of 
the mode of life at some dozen or twenty communities scattered 
among the Northern States, from Maine to Oregon. 

Beginning with the German communities at Amana in Iowa, Mr. 
Nordhoff treats of the followers of Raff at Economy (the Harmonists), 
of the Separatists of Zoar in Ohio, the Shakers, and so on, until we 
come to the French followers of Cabet at Icaria, and the experiment 
of Vineland, in New Jersey, — which, though not a purely commu- 
nistic one, is ah illustration of the principles of political and social 
economy which our author is most concerned in stating and illustrat- 
ing. Doubtless he has omitted much that might be brought into a 
work of this kind. He has said nothing, for instance, about the Mor- 
mon community, in some respects the most conspicuous example of 
that co-operation under religious dictatorship, which is one secret, 
according to him, of the success that he ascribes to the Shakers, the 
Perfectionists, and the rest. "Aside from the religious bond," he 
adds (after speaking of the unquestioning obedience to leaders, 
elders, or chiefs in these religious communities), "and, I believe, of 
equal strength with that in the minds of most communists, is the 
fact that in the. commune there is absolute equality, the leader is 
only the chief servant." Keligious unity, therefore, under a form of 
recognized authority, yet with the social level of equality, are the 
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main requisites of successful American communism. To these, as 
auxiliary supports, are joined certain economic principles which Mr. 
Nordhoff esteems of universal prevalence. One is pecuniary honesty, 
coupled with a careful avoidance of debt. The transgression of this 
principle he finds to be the cause of failure in a Swedish commu- 
nity of Illinois, where the other conditions of success existed. An- 
other principle is the avoidance of severe toil, and the establishment, 
as soon as possible, of a comfortable standard of living, combining 
abundance of food, cleanliness of habit, sufficiency and plainness of 
clothing and furniture. This, as Mr. Nordhoff thinks, attracts many 
members to these communities, and holds others there, after the 
stronger attractions of religion and equality have somewhat lost their 
force. 

There are more refined attractions, however, which he believes 
could be added to these, and to the others which he specifies, as be- 
longing to the communities he has visited. He deems it possible to 
provide in communities not only for the material wants of the mem- 
bers, as is now done with greater ease and cheapness, and in a man- 
ner superior to that which the individual, working by himself, can 
command ; but also to extend this co-operative facility of attainment 
to intellectual and aesthetic gratifications, which are not now furnished, 
but are even prohibited. He cannot see " why a prosperous commune 
should not own the best books ; why it should not have music ; why 
it should not have the most eloquent lectures ; why it should not have 
pleasant pleasure-grounds, and devote some means to the highest form 
of material art, — fine architecture." A more careful study of the 
elements of successful communism would probably convince him that 
it is not self-gratification, but self-denial, that makes the strongest 
bond among the members ; and that the further the rigid idea of duty 
was removed, and the more it was replaced by that of even innocent 
pleasure, the greater would be the danger that the community would 
fall apart. Apparently a natural limit has been set to the ignoring 
of individual tastes and rights by which every commune must exist ; 
and wherever the attention of its members becomes much fixed upon 
their own desires, rather than upon their duties, " the attractions," 
as Fourier used to say, are no longer " proportioned to the destinies," 
but far outrun them, and become the occasion of downfall to the 
whole artificial fabric. 

Yet, while failing to share with Mr. Nordhoff in his anticipations of 
what the communistic life may be capable of producing, we see, as he 
does, how much can be learned from the quaint and shrewd societies 
such as he describes. No recent observer has told their story better, 
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on the whole, and there are few who may not profit in their specula- 
tive theories or their practical living, by considering the facts brought 
to light in this entertaining volume. 



12. — The Acts and Resolves, Public and Private, of the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay : to which are prefixed the Charters of the Province. 
With Historical and Explanatory Notes and an Appendix. Published 
under Chapter 87 of the Resolves of the General Court of the Common- 
wealth for the Year 1867. Boston : Wright and Potter, Printers to 
the State. 1874. Vol. II. pp. 1187. 

The second volume of the Provincial Laws of Massachusetts, pre- 
pared by Mr. Ames and Mr. Goodell, under the authority of the Com- 
monwealth, was all but ready for publication, when the whole edition 
with the stereotype plates was destroyed by the great fire in Boston 
in 1872. We receive a copy of the reprint just as we dismiss the 
last sheets of this number. We expressed our sense of the singular 
value of the work at the time of the appearance of the first volume, 
four years ago.* No less is to be said of it than that it is a work 
perfect in its kind : and the kind is of high importance, were it only 
for the uses of the historical inquirer. The legislation of a commun- 
ity during any period is the skeleton of its history for that time. In 
enacting laws, men soberly, carefully, and at the moment, make a 
record of their condition, their wants, their aims, their intelligence, 
the amount and quality of their public spirit. The statute-book is a 
series of documents which in respect to contemporary facts there is 
no disputing, and which present themselves to the interpreter with 
all the advantage belonging to their studied precision of statement. 

This second volume of the Provincial Laws of Massachusetts covers 
the period of the thirty years' peace between England and France in 
the reigns of the first two kings of the house of Hanover. It is the 
least interesting portion of Massachusetts history. Yet the student 
of the causes of the growth of states will find matter for thought in 
observing the arrangements made here from year to year for keeping 
the people safe, orderly, healthy, peaceable, intelligent, industrious, 
moral, and religious ; for courts of justice, for churches, ministers, 
and schools, for facilities of communication, for the restriction of pau- 
perism and the support of the poor, for a just distribution of public 
burdens, for the encouragement and control of business. Nor are 
the wisdom and energy of the domestic administration alone brought 

* N. A. Review, No. CCXXVIII. 



